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Description of measure 
All Baltic Sea Region (BSR) countries should develop national catalogues of measures and their unit 

abatement costs, comparable to the ‘virkemiddel-katalog’ that exists in Denmark. Being able to identify 

cost-effective nutrient abatement measures is crucial for restoring the Baltic Sea to good health, because 

society’s resources to finance abatement measures are limited while implementing measures is costly for 

farmers. Since the effectiveness and cost of a particular measure will vary with local biophysical and 

climatic conditions (the problem of spatial heterogeneity), it is crucial that information about the 

effectiveness of different measures in different locations is available for farmers and policymakers.  

Activity:  
Agriculture  

Pressure: 
Input of nitrogen 

Input of phosphorous 

State: 
Nutrients 

Extent of impact: 
Coastal waters/sub basins/country scale 

Effectiveness of measure 
An abatement measure is cost effective if it generates an aditional unit of abatement at a lower cost 

than any other measure. Currently most BSR farmers have poor information about the effectiveness and 

costs of different measures relevant to their farms. Compiling national catalogues of measures and costs 

that are relevant to the particular conditions faced by farmers in a particular country would therefor 

greatly increase the potential for achieving cost-effective nutrient abatement. 

  

Cost, cost-effectiveness of measure: 
Balitic-scale cost-effectiveness studies show that as much as 500 million Euros can be saved annually if 

cost-effectiveness was the guiding principle for designing the BSAP. 

Feasibility: 
A Swedish study (Nordin and Höjgård, 2017) shows that helping farmers to improve nutrient 

management practices not only reduces nutrient emissions, but can also increase farmers’ profits, which 

would greatly increase the feasibility of nutrient abatement measures.  

Follow-up of measure: 

Background material: 
Eriksen, J., P. N. Jensen and B. H. Jacobsen (eds.) (2018). VIRKEMIDLER TIL REALISERING AF 2. 

GENERATIONS VANDPLANER OG MÅLRETTET AREALREGULERING, Aarhus, Denmark: DCA - Nationalt 

Center for Fødevarer og Jordbrug. 
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